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Hamilton  -  Wenham 

In  response  to  a  request  by  the  Town  of  Wenham  for  information  on  the 
possibility  of  expanding  the  commuter  parking  facilities  at  the  Hamilton  and 
Wenham  Commuter  Rail  Station,  the  station  was  visited  on  January  ZO,  198Z. 
At  the  time  of  this  trip,  the  facilities  were  filled  to  capacity.  Unless 
more  parking  spaces  are  provided,  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossiblei 
to  increase  Commuter  rail  ridership.    Because  there  are  so  many  demands  for 
the  available  transit  funds,  the  expansion  of  commuter  rail  parking  facilities 
does  not  receive  the  high  priority  necessary  to  reveive  state  funds.  There- 
fore it  is  important  that  the  communities  become  involved  in  working  with  the 
MBTA  to  make  improvements. 

There  are  no  facilities  owned  by  the  M.B.T.A.  at  this  site.    On  the  outbound 
side  of  the  tracks  there  are  100  parking  spaces  used  by  commuters.    About  20  spaces 
were  covered  with  snow  and  therefore  unusable.    The  land  is  owned  by  the  Town 
of  Hamilton  and  comprises  half  of  the  parking  lot  of  the  Hamilton  Shopping 
Center  on  Walnut  Street.    Of  the  total  of  225  spaces  in  this  parking  lot, 
175  were  used  the  day  of  the  visit.    There  did  not  seem  to  be  signs  or 
regulations  requiring  commuter  rail  users  to  park  on  the  town-owned  half  of  the 
lot.    Since  the  entire  lot  was  nearly  full  all  day,  without  there  being  too  much 
activity  at  the  shopping  center,  it  may  be  that  commuters  are  using  more  than  just 
the  100  municipal  spaces. 

In  the  Commuter  Rail  Improvement  Program  (CRIP)  it  was  suggested  that  this 
municipal  lot  be  acquired  and  extended  south  into  Wenham,  to  accommodate  50 
additional  cars.    On  the  inbound  side  of  the  tracks  there  is     two-hour  private 
parking  for  Tablot's.    Of  the  35  spaces  in  this  lot,  about  20  to  25  were  filled 
throughout  the  day.    There  are  two  unpaved  vacant  lots  on  Walnut  Street.    One  is  at 


18  Walnut  Street  across  from  the  shopping  center.    It  is  owned  by  Ms.  Maggie 
McHutchinson  and  Mr.  James  Emslie  and  could  probably  hold  50  cars.    The  other 
is  next  to  14  Walnut  Street  and  could  hold  75  cars.    It  is  owned  by  Mr.  Ray 
Martel  and  is  currently  for  sale.    These  are  the  lots  closest  to  the  station 
which  may  be  good  sites  for  commuter  parking.    The  best  site  is  probably  the 
municipal  lot  if  it  could  be  extended  south  into  Wenham  to  accommodate  50  more 
cars.    Talbot's  parking  lot  seems  to  be  almost  full  most  of  the  day  and  would 
probably  not  be  available  for  commuters.    The  two  lots  on  Walnut  Street  are 
close  to  the  station  and  vacant  but  are  in  the  middle  of  a  residential  area  which 
may  make  the  sites  inappropriate  for  parking  lots.  If  it  were  absolutely  necessary, 
there  is  a  town  park  on  Bay  Road  within  walking  distance  of  the  station  which  has 
a  parking  lot  of  30  spaces  with  only  3  cars  parked  in  it. 

At  least  50  more  spaces  could  be  added  to  the  existing  facilities  if  the 
municipal  lot  near  the  station  were  enlarged.    This  would  seem  to  be  the  best 
alternative  unless  more  than  50  spaces  were  needed.    In  that  case,  acquisition 
of  Walnut  Street  lots  or  town  park  lots  may  help  solve  the  problem. 


HAMILTON  &  WENHAM 


LOT 

Extension  of  Municipal 

lot  --  Walnut  Street 

(ownership) 

18  Walnut  Street 

Ms.  Maggie  McHutchison 

Mr.  James  Emslie 

Next  to  14  Walnut  St. 
Ray  Martel 

Town  Park 

Bay  and  Ashbury  Roads 


ESTIMATED 
MAXIMUM  CAPACITY 


50 


50 
75 
30 


ESTIMATED 
ADDITIONAL  SPACES 


59 


50 

75 

30 
205 


CURRENT 
USAGE 


0  Vacant 

0  Vacant 
0  Vacant 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/reviewofparkingaOObrac 


IPSWICH 


On  January  22,  1982  the  Ipswich  Commuter  Rail  Station  was  visited  to 
investigate  the  possibility  of  increasing  commuter  parking  facilities.    The  MBTA 
does  not  own  parking  facilities  for  this  station.    There  are  24  private  parking 
spaces  adjacent  to  the  tracks.    Twelve  of  these  spaces  were  marked  by  no-parking 
signs,  but  all  were  occupied.    Of  the  other  12  spaces,  6  were  occupied.  On- 
street  parking  is  for  only  one  to  two  hours.    There  is  a  municipal  lot  across 
Washington  Street  which  accommodates  about  200  cars.    About  16  of  these  spaces 
are  exclusively  for  the  First  Ipswich  Bank  and  4  are  for  theater  personnel. 
Of  the  remaining  180  spaces  about  150  were  occupied.    At  the  far  end  of  the  lot 
there  is  an  area  with  20  all-night  parking  spaces  which  was  half  full. 

The  Transit  Park-Ride  Improvement  Program  (August  1980)  suggested  that 
150  more  spaces  be  made  available.    The  MBTA  requested  250  to  300  additional 
spaces  in  their  correspondence  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  of  May  1981. 
The  Commuter  Rail  Improvement  Program  (CRIP)  (1978)  proposed  that  110  more  parking 
spaces  be  acquired. 

There  is  a  private  parking  lot  on  the  corner  of  Topsfield  Road  and  Saltonstall 
Street  which  is  owned  by  GTE  Sylvania.    It  has  40  parking  spaces,  30  of  which  were 
occupied  the  day  of  the  visit.    The  CRIP  report  suggested  acquiring  this  land  for 
commuter  parking.    The  lot  is  in  use  already  and  is  kept  locked  so  no  other  cars 
could  use  it  at  present.    Immediately  adjacent  to  this  lot  is  a  vacant  lot,  also 
owned  by  GTE,  which,  if  paved,  could  hold  about  100  cars.    Across  Saltonstall 
Street  from  the  first  GTE  lot  is  a  lot  belonging  to  K  &  G  Lanes  Bowling  Alley 
which  could  hold  about  25  cars.    This  lot  was  empty.    The  MBTA's  correspondence 
with  DPW  suggests  a  lot  on  the  inbound  side  of  the  tracks  which  could  hold  250  cars. 
Since  then  the  lot  has  been  sold.    Mr.  William  Masserman,  Jr.  is  the  trustee  of  this 
land  for  WSW  Realty.    The  Ipswich  Chronicle  has  built  on  this  land  and  has  a  parking 
lot  for  almost  50  cars.    Seventeen  of  these  spaces  were  filled. 


Using  only  existing  parking  lots,  approximately  50  spaces  would  be  available 
in  the  K  and  G  Lanes  and  Ipswich  Chronicle  lots.    At  least  100  more  parking  spaces 
could  be  provided  if  the  vacant  GTE  lot  were  purchased  and  paved. 


I 


IPSWICH 


LOT 

GTE  Sylvania  (paved) 
Saltonstall  ST./Topsf iel d  Rd. 

GTE  Sylvania  (unpaved) 
Off  Topsfield  Road 

Ipswich  Chronicle 
Washington  ST. 

William  Wasserman,  Jr.  Trustee 


ESTIMATED 
MAXIMUM  CAPACITY 


40 


100 


50 


CURRENT 
USAGE 


30 


ESTIMATED 
ADDITIONAL  SPACES 


0  Vacant 


17 


100 


30 


K  &  G  Lanes 
Sal tonstal  1 


25 


0 


25 


f 


Gl oucester 


In  response  to  the  request  of  the  City  of  Gloucester  for  information  about 
the  development  of  more  parking    facilities  at  the  Gloucester  Commuter  Rail 
Station,  the  site  of  the  station  was  visited  on  January  26,  1982.    The  purpose 
of  the  visit  was  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  expanding  the  commuter  parking 
facilities.    The  current  facilities  are  used  to  capacity.    Unless  more  parking 
spaces  are  provided,  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  increase  commuter  rail  ridership. 
Because  the  M.B.T.A.  does  not  have  the  funds  available  to  expand  parking 
facilities,  it  is  important  that  the  City  of  Gloucester  take  the  necessary  steps 
to  see  that  this  service  is  provided. 

In  the  Commuter  Rail  Improvement  Program  of  1978  it  is  stated  that  26%  of 
the  Commuter  Rail  users  drive  to  the  station  and  park,  21%  are  dropped  off,  and 
49%  walk.    All  of  those  who  use  the  Gloucester  Station  live  in  the  City  of 
Gloucester. 

The  MBTA  has  18  parking  spaces  on  Railroad  Avenue  adjacent  to  the  tracks. 
The  day  of  the  visit  13  cars  were  parked  here.    Unplowed  snow  prevented  use  of  the 
other  spaces.    Also  on  Railroad  Avenue,  next  to  the  platform,  there  is  a  private 
lot  which  commuters  use.    It  is  owned  by  Exxon  Corporation  and  is  next  to  an 
operating  Exxon  station.    There  is  room  in  this  parking  lot  for  30  cars;  27 
were  parked  there.    Next  to  this  lot  is  another  private  lot,  owned  by  Stephen 
Malboent.    The  lot  holds  10  cars  and  was  full.    It  is  customer  parking  for  the 
nearby  businesses.    On  the  inbound  side  of  the  tracks,  off  Washington  Street  is 
Quincy  Market  Cold  Storage.    There  is  room  in  the  Quincy  Market  lot  for  about 
25  cars  --  only  7  were  parked  there.    Commuters  may  be  using  this  space  already. 
The  commercial  establishment  in  the  area  do  not  have  much  parking  space  except 
for  the  Cape  Ann  Supermarket  which  has  a  lot  for  100  cars  which  was  full.  Parking 
in  this  lot  is  for  two  hours  for  customers  only.    On-street  parking  ranges  from 
fifteen  minutes  to  two  hours. 


The  Commuter  Rail  Improvement  Program  (1978)  proposes  to  add  100  parking 
spaces  by  acquiring  all  of  the  parking  spaces  on  the  outbound  side  of  the  tracks 
on  Railroad  Avenue  and  Washington  Streets  including  the  Exxon  station.  Since 
most  of  what  is  already  parking  space  on  this  land  is  already  used  by  commuters, 
only  approximately  25  more  spaces  would  be  gained.    If  the  private  lot  owned  by 
Mr.  Malboent  and  the  Exxon  Station  acquired  perhaps  40  to  50  more  spaces  would 
be  available,  if  the  Exxon  building  were  removed.    The  Quincy  Market  lot  could 
provide  another  20  spaces.    In  the  MBTA  correspondence  with  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  of  May  1981,  150  additional  spaces  were  requested.    This  letter 
suggested  that  Quincy  Market  lot  be  acquired  to  accommodate  this  number  of  cars. 

An  additional  80  to  90  spaces  could  possibly  be  gained  for  the  Gloucester 
Commuter  Rail  Station  if  lots  were  acquired  from  Quincy  Market,  Exxon  and 
Mr.  Malboent. 


GLOUCESTER 


LOT 

QuiQcy  Market  Cold  Storage 
Ron  Nickerson 
69  Rodger  Street 

Mr.  Stephen  Malboent 
130  Washington  St. 

Exxon  Corporation 
Exxon  Station 
Rai 1  road  Avenue 

Exxon  Corporation 
Parking  lot 
Rai 1  road  Avenue 


Nicholas  Psalidas 
Cape  Ann  Supermarket 
7  Rai 1  road  Avenue 


ESTIMATED 
MAXIMUM  CAPACITY 


25 
10 


CURRENT 
USAGE 


16,  40* 


30 


ESTIMATED 
ADDITIONAL  SPACES 


25 


10  (by  customers)  10 


II 


27 


100 


90 


16,  40* 


0  (already 
used  by 
commuters ) 


25 


*If  station  were  removed. 
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WEST  CONCORD 


Because  of  the  need  for  commuter  parking  facilities  at  the  West  Concord 
Commuter  Rail  Station,  this  station  was  visited  on  February  8,  1982  in  order  to 
investigate  the  possibility  of  expanding  the  parking  facilities.    At  present  the 
lot  used  by  commuters  is  full.    In  order  to  increase  the  commuter  rail  ridership 
it  is  necessary  to  provide  more  parking.    The  M.B.T.A.  does  not  have  funds 
available  for  this  project,  so  it  is  important  that  the  town  of  Concord 
participate  in  providing  this  service. 

At  the  West  Concord  Station  there  are  approximately  78  spaces  in  a  municipal 
lot  on  the  outbound  side  of  the  tracks.    Only  cars  with  resident  stickers  may 
be  parked  here, and  no  car  may  park  before  9:00  A.M.    Nevertheless,  commuters 
are  filling  this  lot  each  day  according  to  the  M.B.T.A. 's  letter  to  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  of  May,  1981.    Other  parking  in  the  area  is  only  for  customers  of 
the  specific  commercial  establ ishments, and  on-street  parking  is  limited  to  one  hour. 

In  the  MBTA's  correspondence  with  DPW  a  need  for  200  spaces  is  expressed.  The 
CRIP  sti;dy  of  1978  suggests  acquiring  the  triangular  piece  of  land  on  Commonwealth 
Avenue  on  the  inbound  side  of  the  tracks.    Presently,  this  land  is  divided  into 
four  lots  with  three  different  owners.  One  lot  at  20  Conmonweal th  Avenue  is 

occupied  by  a  restaurant  and  owned  by  Charalamombos  and  Alexandri  Zotos  and  has 
about  10  parking  spaces,  3  of  which  were  occupied  on  the  day  of  the  visit.  Two 
other  lots,  also  on  Commonwealth  Avenue  are  owned  by  Mandrioli  Real  Estate  Trust. 
One  lot  has  the  West  Concord  Supermarket  and  5  supermarket  parking  spaces,  and  the 
other  lot  is  entirely  parking  for  the  supermarket  --  approximately  30  spaces,  15  of 
which  were  occupied.    The  third  lot  is  a  very  small  one  (840  square  feet)  owned  by 
the  Town  of  Concord  Conservation  Department.    If  this  entire  parcel  of  land  were  to 
be  available,  approximately  50  cars  could  fit  on  the  existing  parking  lots;  but 
since  the  parking  is  for  the  supermarket  and  restaurant,  at  least  half  of  the 
spaces  are  always  occupied.    The  Dovre  Ski  Binding  Corporation  owns  a  lot  at 
30  Beharrel  Street  with  spaces  for  about  30  cars,  with  about  15  cars  there  the 


day  of  the  visit.    The  West  Concord  Shopping  Plaza  on  Main  Street  has  a  lot  for 
about  90  cars  which  was  full.    One  possible  site    to  acquire  for  parking  is  50 
Beharrel  Street,  a  lot  owned  by  CRC  Realty,  where  at  least  50  cars  could  fit. 
This  lot  is  vacant  now,  though  apparently  a  building  had  been  on  the  site. 

It  seems  that  the  solution  to  the  commuter  parking  problem  at  the  West  Concord 
Station  will  entail  acquiring  some  of  the  commercial  parking  facilities  in  the  area, 
for  instance  the  Shopping  Plaza,  Supermarket,  or  Dovre  Ski  Binding  lots.  These, 
along  with  the  vacant  lot  on  Beharrel  Street  could  provide  as  much  as  100  to  125 
parking  spaces. 


LOT 

Vacant  -  Beharrel  Street 
Dovre  Ski  Binding 
Supermarket 
Shopping  Plaza 


OWNER 

CRC  Realty 

Dovre  Ski  Binding 

Mandrioli  Real  Estate 


ESTIMATED 
ADDITIONAL  SPACES 

50 

20 

20 

25 


TOTAL 


115  (approximately) 


The  Transit  Park-  Ride  Improvement  Program  (August  1980)  states  that  the 
Town  of  Concord  Planning  Board  supports  the  idea  of  moving  the  West  Concord 
Station  900  feet  west  of  the  present  site  where  there  is  room  to  develop  a 
parking  facility  for  300  cars.    If  the  200  spaces  requested  by  the  MBTA  are  to 
be  acquired,  moving  the  station  west  may  be  the  best  alternative. 


LOT 

Vacant  lot 
Beharrel  Street 
CRC  Realty 

Dovre  Ski  Binding 
30  Beharrel  Street 

West  Concord  Supermarket 

24  Commonwealth 

Mansrioli  Real  Estate  Trust 

West  Concord  Shopping  Plaza 
Main  Street 


WEST  CONCORD 

ESTIMATED 
MAXIMUM  CAPACITY 


50 
30 

35 
90 


CURRENT  ESTIMATED 
USAGE  ADDITIONAL  SPACES 


0 
15 

15 

90 


50 
20 

20 
25 


CONCORD 

On  February  3,  1982  the  Concord  Commuter  Rail  Station  was  visited  in  order 
to  investigate  the  possibility  of  expanding  commuter  parking  facilities  at  the 
station.    The  Concord  Depot  has  54  M.B.T.A.  spaces.    In  addition,  there  are  28 
private  spaces  which  commuters  may  use  in  the  Concord  Depot  Store's  lot  and 
approximately  60  spaces  for  use  by  commuters  in  the  Stop  and  Shop  parking  lot  on 
Sudbury  Street.    These  facilities  were  all  full.    Unless  more  parking  facilities 
are  provided,  commuter  rail  ridership  will  not  grow.    The  M.B.T.A,  does  not  have 
funds  available  at  present  to  expand  commuter  parking  so  it  is  necessary  for  the 
Town  of  Concord  to  be  involved  in  the  project. 

The  Commuter  Rail  Improvement  Program,  1978,  mentions  expansion 
of  parking  facilities  at  the  Concord  Station.    This  report  recommends  acquiring 
part  of  the  lumber  yard  on  the  inbound  side  of  the  tracks  to  accommodate  150 
cars.    The  lot  is  owned  by  Wilson  Lumber  Company.    There  is  also  a  smaller 
parcel  of  land  on  the  same  side  of  the  tracks  which  faces  Sudbury  Road.  This 
land  is  owned  by  the  MBTA  but  appears  to  be  used  by  Wilson  Lumber  as  parking 
for  its  customers.    There  is  an  old  shed  on  the  property  which  contains  hay. 
Presently,  there  is  room  for  about  25  cars,  though  7  were  there  on  the  day  of  the 
visit.    If  the  shed  were  removed  a  total  of  approximately  50  cars  could  park  here. 
There  is  also  an  empty  lot  next  to  the  Bowlarema  bowling  alley  (195  Sudbury  Road). 
This  lot  could  hold  about  40  to  50  cars. 

The  Concord  Station  is  not  listed  as  top  priority  in  the  MBTA's  correspondence 
with  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  but  since  the  existing  parking  facilities  were 
full,  more  space  may  be  needed.    The  CRIP  report  does  not  mention  the  facilities 
provided  at  the  Stop  and  Shop  lot  so  perhaps  these  were  added  as  a  result  of  the 
report's  recommendation  of  150  additional  spaces.    The  best  site  for  more  parking 
would  seem  to  be  the  MBTA-owned  lot  next  to  the  tracks  on  Sudbury  Street.    With  the 
shed  removed  about  50  cars  could  fit.    If  more  spaces  were  needed,  part  of  Wilson 
Lumber's  lot  could  be  acquired  to  accommodate  as  many  as  100  cars,  or  the 
Bowlarena  lot  could  be  acquired  to  held  about  50  cars. 


CONCORD 


LOT 


Wilson  Lumber  Co. 
178  Sudbury  Road 

M.B.T.A. 

Bowl  arena 

195  Sudbury  Road 

Musketaquid  Assc.  Trust 


ESTIMATED  CURRENT  ESTIMATED 

MAXIMUM  CAPACITY  USAGE  ADDITIONAL  SPACES 


150 
50 


lumber  storage 
7 


150 
50 


50 


50 


CWCORD  DEPOT 


CONCORD  DEPOT 


STOP 

SHOP 


E,  New  Platform  Lighting 
D.  New  Platform 


A.  New 

Pedestrian 
Walkway 


B.  Acquire,  Grade 
&  Pave  for  Parking 


A.  New  Inter- 
Track  Fence 


B.  Acquire  for  Parking 


A.  Exi^end  Pedestrian 
Track  Crossing 


Commercial 

B.  Acquire  ^Vs,/ 
for  Parkirt 


B.  Grade  &  Pave 
for  Parking 


(il^  North 
Scala  1""80' 


